
mezzo-soprano & piano

Ross James Carey

Poems by Rina Ombara

Lagu Pengalaman 

(Lima Warna)
Songs of Experience 

(Five Colours)



'Lagu Pengalaman (Lima Warna)' '(Songs of Experience (Five Colours)'

a setting for mezzo-soprano and piano on five poems by Rina Ombara,

were composed in June & July 2023 in Xinzheng, Henan, China.

Rina had shared these poems along with a great many others on her Facebook page,

interspersed with various gorgeous batiks she was working on.

The powerful imagery in her heartfelt and expressive poetry

combined with the splendour of the colours and designs of her original batiks

created for me a very special resonance.  

I chose five of the poems, which as they speak about universal themes of love and loss, 

as well as the recognition of, and seeking solace in nature, I titled 'Songs of Experience'.

The poems are rooted in the central Javanese landscapes of paddy fields 

and the black sand beaches of the Indian Ocean.  The natural world - the full moon,

a passing butterfly, a colourful flower, the setting sun, the crash of a wave, 

acquire meaning through their synergistic relationship with the writer's inner state.  

This identification with nature and the acknowledgement of our interdependence with it

gives the poems an immediacy and emotional power.  As well, mention of 

figures from Indonesian and Hindu mythology, such as the Queen of the South Seas and Arjuna,

create further points of reference, linking the subjective sphere to more timeless verities.

'Five colours' relates not only to the varied shades of feeling as expressed in the poems

but is also a nod to batik, a highly regarded and extremely sophisticated art form in Indonesia.

'warna kharisma tak terduga...'; 'the colour of charisma is unexpected...'

-------------------

I am indebted to Rina for giving me permission to set her poems 

and in a language (Bahasa Indonesia) in which I am but a novice.

I thought it important to hear the poems in their original language,

in order to honour the poet's conception as well as 

to highlight those shades of meaning that only the original language can convey.

--------------------

I. Dipantai ujung pulau Jawa (At the beach of Java)  Pg. 3

II. Akan kuikuti kemanapun terbangmu (Anywhere you fly, I'll follow)  Pg. 9

III. Senja Purnama Slili (Full Moon, Twilight) Pg. 13

IV. Warna warnanya kharisma (The colours of charisma)  Pg. 17

V. Kerinduan (Longing)  Pg. 21

Dur: c. 15'
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