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'Chang'an Dreaming - Five T'ang Sketches' for mezzo-soprano or baritone and piano
was composed in Xinzheng, Henan, in late October to early November 2023,
with a final revision in January 2024.
The five poems | have chosen by Margaret T. South are taken from the chapter
'The Temples of Xi'an' (p. 160-164) from Encountering China: New Zealanders and the People's Republic,
edited by Duncan Campbell and Brian Moloughney and published by Massey University Press,
Auckland (2022) to mark the fiftieth anniversary of formal diplomatic relations
between the People's Republic of China and New Zealand.

My interest in setting Margaret's poems was kindled by two visits to Xi'an
| undertook in the summer of 2023.
The scenes which South depicts so eloquently came to life before my eyes.
These settings for voice and piano of her poems are my homage to Xi'an and its rich history,
still evident today in the well-preserved landmarks discussed in the poems
and in the legions of young people dressed in T'ang period costume roaming its streets, parks
and historical sites.

I. The Great Mosque ...5
Il. The Temple Bell ...9
l1l. The Greater Wild Goose Pagoda ...15
IV. Tripitaka ...21
V. The Temple of the Town God ...24
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Five T'ang Sketches for mezzo-soprano or baritone and piano

l. The Great Mosque

Margaret T. South Ross James Carey

Andante . = 92
" ndante P
D’ 4

4 A f , , l |
I | I | I I | I I I I DID
I
1

- 0 h | i

In Hua -jue lane the Hui have built a mosque,

pesante, quasi ten.

?AQ be
[ £ an Ll W
DJ
= = =r =z Kz T =
mf dim. p
-~ Lk I76
. [, e = I N (. 4 N I
Yo £° ol |9 X 2= 2= s 2 D 2
7 H,C = = = d [, d H 2%
d ”) o) #) 7] 77 I = "z V73
v v 7 T JF hJF JF = T T
6
A A " 4 — |
o N I 1 | N N I I ] | I I I t ¥ I - I
@@jﬁ:}:ﬁﬁﬂ:}:}:ﬁm I PS I |
& I 1
D) [ e
Be -hind high  walls a-way from the ci- ty's _  dust.
,\£ b
[ an Y
A4
¢ mj‘s 4 — |P — | Pitp
JEy e~
. ]
. [, 2= [, . [ &)
> - 2 fr—=—¢
-

—RALL
o
—N

N

i i

10

f) T~ A | A | I . cresc. Py Py .
#@:(1 —1 E j j ® 1 i i 1 I I i ]
b" — { I ! ! I : : ! r—

A suc - se-ssion of court - yards paved with moss -y stone, A
—9 ' ‘
1 h A -~ IZP=

y 4"y Pa— 4 7 H
[ FanNd | 2 2 h ~ | !

ANSY f | p= .02 v b

o te & 7 fe 4o = o

P cresc. ’IW
7) . 4 /T
raY 7 7 7 s 2= =
>y B =2 4 M) N P H
14 = CNCrs, e K] =
—~ fo~2 AL =)
VN

_®:
—B

Copyright © 2023 Ross James Carey



P
o)

b-ef

be

)

b=

=

-1
‘H,‘

=

==

[,

W=

tile.

Pp sotto voce

Lo

cresc.
HIJ

Z= o)

.6.

—
ro

bl h=s 'qEF F

tur - quoise

b

9.0

with

h 2

(<

accel. _

mf

capped
o~

Poco pilt mosso J=18

129
yre=

-ways

I"d 4

.e.

of arch

se -ries
D

b
vy o

&,

hdl N1
Z bH LS

At

4

qG

-a - ret,

V)

min

roof.

L

the

be
the

ha

h e
Ve

T4Z)Y
Y

i
on

ad

8 4

ga -ther

—~

ter - race,

leaves

ing the

I\./l

(&)

N1

scend

[ £anY

to prayer

>

- moned
1

=

Sum

raY
[ fan Nl




)
[,

&

7

[

mf
PO

tree

v

[ £a0)

-

p{e]

gink

cient

man de - lays

an

e/l o)

mp
cresc.
An

The

\/

mp

wait,

- ful

the faith

while
1201,

/

but

=

(N2 D 12

I
ANSY

accel.

dim.

light.

of

pool

a

sheds

P

Y-,

§ro©

HO

=

g ]
o

H V) e

P

-

R

dim.

3

-

) <

=

&

[ £an)

accel.
a
)

cresc.
1L d

sheds

N

cresc.

tree

g0
[,

gink

-

- cient

an

J=128

An

X

V ALCY

rax

o
—A




Pitt mosso J = 152

subp

light.

of

pool

1]

bJ;:— hFFél‘pho

_A_gqb,h

N

rit—

:#:%

2B

V1)

=

dim.

b:D_ b

ij?

[ FanNd

L

Tempo |

71

mp

A

- | 5#@%

@)

T

T

molto rit.

[ Fan WA O

2=

light.

of

pool

o~ o
,%Mp,y HbLL
QIBISLL i LA

Al >w
jom >_‘mwnr|.
%
Al --v AN
M
AT hVJ ~ JACINEN
JNEN NI\
AN [ )
NO({
N[l \
lnv)
L 135
N .nhv
N a

%0



[l. The Temple Bell

Ross James Carey

Margaret T. South

S mp)

Vivo J = 112

-

Ram -mers

- ing,

pound

z

>
s °¢

R L S e e e S e

S mp)

:

=
|
>0

>
g

con ped.

i

Y
hal |
V.4

-- oy
I W .‘ -9/ ||
% & % | A H
v B
~ .‘. : .
\ﬁ g LE ﬂ
= A A 088 |
n oS
2 e
_ b
i m LEN 1
g
5 b ]
q Nm k) >>ﬁ§i
n oy
N LSRR © YEE
|| m_m, .‘
T W m A i
I VA . 1
9 3
0|l N
n . oy
g v\ oWl
ne et
= .f | N
m 2 b el
7 LY A
e M $A A |
Myv B i
N———

ossia 8va - -

&

- ing.

bo

* ¥ be o  bd =
All  night

Do

a4

ham -mers tap - ping, bang

- ing,

screech

-ing,

scream

dim.

.
3

ST

-
3

:

0 o o9 oo 6| oo deeesedd oo oo

:

=
|
>0

=
¢

v




10

2

|
=i
aca

b
a4

with

ing

treat

Re

.

.

.

.

o O 0 O O O O &

>’ . >’ .
| |

A
N
"
v\l
1 (
%[ A
"
v Al
v (
LN
"
v A
| (
[ A
"
v el
v
O/AQ A998

O dedesses

- .
>/—\

=

16

1>

y A
[ fan WA

Zaca

the pre - sent

As

past.

the

con - tem - plate

in

.

.

>/\

.

=
=
7 .

= = = = ™ - ™ ™

.

.

>/\

.

=
>
.

= R = = ™ R ™

.

>’ .

.

.

2
>’ .

= - - - - -

.

=
7 .

= = = ™ = ™ -

[y,

1
12Y
(Y Do

b
1

1 peo

b
1

2=

noise

the

does

too

SO

fades

.

= = ™ = = ™ I ™

2z .
>’ . >’ .

.

.

= = - - - -

2z :
>’ . >’ .

.

= = ™ = = ™ I

2z :
>’ . >’ .

.

= - - - - -

[y,

>’ .

the

- tem - plate

con

1

in

with

ing

- treat

Re

".
v el
v | (
% | A

"

v
v
SN
"-

v el
v | (
- [ A

"

v
v/ (
AYNLY!
"-

v el
v | (
o
"

v
v/ (
RYNL"!
Y

| Al
v | (
o
"

v fwl
v/ (
¥

\\SV4
e

|




11

the

does

too

A

v
v
v
v
v
v
v

ing.

turn - ing, churn

>/—\'

SO

fades

A

v
v
v
v
v
v
v

o 00 00| oo dede

- sent

pre

the

As

A

-ers

mix

Con -crete

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

4

past.

L

- ing,

L
thump

"
D&

thud -ding,

v
.-
v
v-
.-
v
v
L

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

noise

A

-ing,

pound

-

-mers

v
v
1%
v
v
.-
v
A

Ram

[y}

S~ T S

Y
3

ossia 8va - -

>~ -

>/—\'

:

>

>~ ' '

=
¢

:

=
|
>

=

> '

|

0 o oo e oo e 60| 0

:

=

=i

=

T e &
night

All

T
]
Do

o

tap -ping, bang -ing.

=

ham -mers

Y
3

=

ing,

-ing, screech

=
=

:

=

poO -wer saws scream

D=

All day

O ¢ dodd o |09 ddeeeded| s

>
Sht—F

v




12

44
) ' i
y - - i - e —— — ] F— i 1 i i
@ L I I & i P i',‘#i | | M I I |
) -
Ram -mers pound -ing, thud -ding, thump -ing,

o) ] ] i ] ] i - — i i I — -

= = > >
Y] T T ; T T T ; T T T ; T T T ; T
) | | i | | | i ii | | i di | ii i ii

|

— 3 515 % § S5 % § 1 3 5 3 !

>\/ >\/ >\/ >\/ >\/ >v >\/ >v
48
f) 4 | 4 | 4
A ——1 * * — I — I —— ] ———— i i —]
) - [ -

Con -crete mix -ers turn -ing, churn -ing. All day po -wer saws scream -ing, screech -ing,

o) T T ) D A A Y A A A ] T T
oy — — ! — ; i i — i i i ; i
73 %595 % % %1% % § %bs. 5§ % bs 5
—~— - —~— —~— - ~— —~— -~
529[ | ossia 8va - - | _ | _ |
S e W s ;i = b%i = | | |
All night ham - mers tap - ping, bang - ing. - -
. . — —_—  ddddd,, JIJJd
A | | — 1 & r &
i === —
= = ~
mf
e S
2§ %55 5 § F 15 8 § § 5.8 § § 58
—~— —~— —~— —~— -~ >v —~— >v
56
= - i - i - i - i - i
%‘V - i i i i i
> T .. > .. > T .. > T .. > T ..
I Siphe g gl  deedy Seeed  Jdeed
5 T = . 2=
~—0 ~— \_I/ d'\_l/l
P m
o) —1— ——— ————— e e e e s e s S ——
>\/' >\/' o~ _ >\/' >\/' >\/' >\/' >\/' >\/' >\/'



13

61

- tem - plate the

con

in

with

ing

- treat

Re

7™

3

7™

2

5
|

the

does

too

SO

the pre - sent fades

As

past.

7™

;

I~

:

™

I

I~

>

Il

X X

s
|

s
|

s
|

with

ing

-treat

Re

noise

7™

>I.

I~

:

7™

I~

:

i i L e e

I~

I~

:

) e

%;‘%—d—d—d—%—d—;—d—

5
|

5
|

5
|

the pre - sent

As

the past.

- tem - plate

con

in

™

>

I~ ™

s
|

™

I~

:

s
|

>/.f._§.

7™

™

>

s
|

r

X X




14

rall.

the noise

does

too

SO

fades

Y
;

:

r’

=

Y
;

:

) - . . . .

>

|/—\
|
I

s 2 -

Calme J = 58

rit.

J=92

81

3
g
_m&o ml_o%
COIOR%L & CHER
W |
o £ !
gl 1
g
\EEE |
4 HEE y NN
Al SM)
AL
) _
el
lilgKalu
4| §
N ¢

Eed.

T —
[N <
q S
| 9 =~ _))
~y mmN( AN (,.mvn
| N
BN
~t
TR T OYe|| ey
o o
X7 IHHnuﬂ
AL |
A w
a
e 9
1& ©
AR
NHHIS
IR @0 1600
Q o
£ TN N
N Ha
N N
L <
N ©
o]
ol
[ 1aNgE=
Q.
o>
N 8 v olv)
4 N
%hx @ mwxv n.
/‘}\(

Aha_w_ _ o1 _zv
- TN
~d N2 _
A NN
QL] NEEL)
N[
| L JER X
sy
L _IU Q N |V._
[Ny
[T e
ns 1000 e[oo] <
L [J) HUI.“nV P X |
lHU‘ ....onu.w
lhﬂ‘ .,.Mm
i vole 00
(R 0
&
2
N N .nhv
O e
N — e’




15

¥

Ihf'

=
> -
===

Y 2
PN
€
y 24
e -l

mp
bell.
(@)

Py

b=

50
87)!1_________________________________________'
1 12
|
|
.

S
O
T oo

1 DO

\VJ

a4

Ross James Carey

earth,

nates _ the

R .

=TT

sl
do -mi -

it

lone

a

-ing

©
®
N8
©
<L _f-fwlm
I o N
M S —y =~ lpmm.l h
_ AUIMWU
, ~y >~
I _
_ Q]
 a ik
- E QL SIREN
4680 &
X T
iy el TN &
BN u
SN A

mp

! %
Stand

Hl

PO | & :\ & :\ | & :
| a/\\o:/_\\

1 17€Y
PN Q)

con ped.

<
<)

ll1l. The Greater Wild Goose Pagoda

Allegretto s=112

oY &
mp
":l ra

€

105
[ FanNd
[ FanNd

Margaret T. South



low it

I,

) ~J-

From di-rect -ly be

1. €Y

1 1€
PN Q)

D-©-
accel

clouds.

is in the

top
(@)

(@)

its

up

Soar -ing

D 1IN loX
D 11.So

[ FanNd
raYD

hdl N1

|

10

yond ___ the

He

4o

be -

scend

sl

b

cresc.
* e
a

cresc.

steps

ezt

mp

K0

L.
|2 L
9.

cient _

an

1>

.

Its

still,

tall -er

much

VO\___/O .

seems

2Y ]
[ YN W2

7, E— N

| DI
b

(b)i41L

(D}

J HC 7
mf

Pitt mosso « = 132

=t
—Je 32)

At

15

af -ter

[
view

[

1/

A

tier,

Y
— ==
af -ter

Tier

[>)

® o o X
K>

e

/_\

1/
1> )

N &

L.

L

1>}

I

%
stars.
~

[ Fan WHLAA O

V ANRY Q2= o)
[ v N V4

1> )

—Je £

high - er,

High -er and

view,

L

e o 1Ix ~

£

2P
=

Il-,\’
T

| |

o o X

N

rax
hdl N
y.4




17

mp

Tempo |

rit.

QP
J/
k> 3

T
A
1A
NS 3

turn.

in

sam -ple each

-4

| 9
Q
S
1a8: SLSARN
JE:
ol ol
X\
N (T
N,
W\
| &\
W] \\]|
n o
Y
m A
5 -

>
PN
The =

b

[ FanNd

2 B

— PP
=
—

all,

best one of them

the

tier

venth

se

On the

T

D&

I

.F_

£he o

:

P s

e e
—_—

oY 4]

y A
[ 2 YN 92

NP

hdll N £
C©

streams.

and

ri - vers

cresc.
- as - mas,

and mi

accel.

Mists

and hills,

14

L)
. IS
y 3 B
8 ?
|.na 7 ﬁA\
v oo -lp
o ey
m A w
= S e
< N iy
. IR _
fm ~G p kll
N e
ollem |Jﬂ
. A "
c [
ElME (TR S
c |
3 |2
% ( Ty
°© an -hw
I L 101
o
h {1
v 3 !ll— |w <
i) ...m L AL N
d ~N
Q]
EI.N
o
[
B L YR HEE | hw.l <
@© ' N
g | |
5 || ]
3 L
E i \ 18 <
rm N N
Co G
/‘}\l(

va - lleys

A
X
NA N A
EE EES
4™~a0 Q0
BE ) L)
den den
2oy lVR
QO
AS NA
| &\
AUIM
|
AVA YR X
A TTeA
e
4N H aN
L4 Il
\ 'y
| _a
e
)
N L)
EaN N
o N
{



Pitt mosso J = 132

-ta -ry mound,

#:E i

-li

SO

g\\

E

2%

o

_be

—

9]

er2 b

he &

A%

gw;l‘j

e

Y

AN

hel®

E%b

w

h Py

quj ﬂ‘bi

=

-

hi il

e~

[ FanNd
At

27 ”

a

of smoke,

be
d ol

o]

-er -or's tomb,

s 5 =

——3—
n
a4

mp
-

and emp

Tempo |

9] |.

rall.

|

@

®

[ FanNd
At

piup

plume

Meno mosso J = 100

LA
A

b

/

o1

A
!

4

rit.

P~

.‘.

)

51

TN

-thing is new,

e -very

O

[2YIP=N S )

_ly

- ty near

the i

in

O

Down
H O

cresc.

- sant's home.

pea
Ab. (;8;
(@]

[ fanNd

2PN Q)

P @)

H O
~ O

[ o Nd




19
mp

changed.

to have

lit - tle seems

side _

coun -try -

in the

But out __

Led.

2=

O

(@)

PN e )
ZI @ 2=

Py

HOO

[ FanNd

-ring  grain.

of wave

q‘

ok

its blue -ness

cresc.
share

©
cresc.

O

2l

o e b-e
lined roads and fields

ho

Tree

|91

DO

(@)

%

-nhan range,

Zhong

fa - mous

bs
saw then,
2PN

men

ZIP=Y
s
©-

P

HI()\J

the

ri -zon

ho

P
-©-
O

b

b

V@]

Vb%

D&
what

see now

[ FanNd

ra
hdl N1
7

——38T1T—
-ern ho

south

T

On the

O
<
<

ho
J hH| VT

rax
hdl N1

too climbed this

they
PR ® )

14

O
O

tumn

au -
(@]

(@]

and

P2 ®]

O
O

Spring

<)
(@)

<€)

el

of the Tang.

o]}

(@)

the po -ets

with

[ FanNd

(@)

'Y

bl¢:



- Tempol |
mf
e

accel.
O

e

) AP

d

=

72

(@)

7=

(@)

S

tower,
O

[  an WdPEN

rax

2Y
2Y
7

I

2Y

V1 b

RCHNL YAEE N i
-9 8 LIEER -
NN

8L (s L1 | ,
A in Al v
e/l ;. i

[
vV 1

7

20,

S € < !
| 5 || & Il e
AUIMWU ” )
3 L ez _ * din o A6 |[9K P<
i il 5 UL
2 S 13[1R it & allll & 1L
: el 1g _ . |
s Hp | I _ A
HE.N . > I 1 _
‘r\‘.) ! .I..I..Ivln.md Illa 1
m n'. _ ¢ (9
: E P 8 T \
3 | sl e 5 8B | i
= 1] © 0= HaN
© Llll‘.l| N %_ _‘ — N
= ole _%non %IJ m ! !
(IR 2 2R i
N
L ( w M SN 2 ~y ~
s [ alisll S| M IL)
. ] Al S o
g | eHaiL kovﬁmwo( 9 S I IRV L e T e L e L 1
e sl e | ey v (P e &
. m . .|hV LN 4N EaN 0 4N . .|hV 4N . .|hV
o AN s N N s NP A N a




21

V. Tripitaka

Ross James Carey

Margaret T. South

P Wl
4 ..|m RY
TN e HL) -
o
b .
: g
' . 3 . .
1 g T o el
3 o
>
| 1& A . SR
c Y
-l Av_ A, -
L M
[~ -
P ") (M
S TTTe! _ I
8
= N
& ©
e i
s S (i
» S|TITe” ‘el
- ,w, oM
0 &
m S v s
0 T =
4 AR
= ) |
5 S Ce
v Q Q
HIN BN
th) th)
i _NT] LN
N EI.N HIN
S N D
/(l/\l(

n N o
o
N ) i
o . ofofo]s
L2 TT7% L
N o
-3 ) i
© 1] o|efefe
g L) |
N o
T L] -
8 I e
1 2 o o
©
——
JILL A
Y=
T oY)
£
e & e s
L] Ne]
N o
ty 2
£ ] -
.= 1] oofefe
3 L) -
E N o
H ..“@ 1 s
s e .
C EI.N BN
| JaN
El.N | ™ ~N
I ™
Tla N N
SN nﬁnmwu
/‘}\(

g

sand -y  wastes.

the

de -mons guard

- ing

shriek

_ Where

with -out food,

sta -ges

29

1

19

v




mp

—2 —2—

—2—

The sa -cred  texts so diff -i-cult to find,

hmmn

hmmn

D b
4

|7

3

script not

ly

ho

The

tained.

you ob -

odds three bas -kets

all

gainst

/

7

[ FanNd

9]

D b
4

|7

6

the ca - pi - tal you

hmmn hmmn Re -turn -ing to

late

ea - sy to trans

D b
4

v

—_—p

mf

—2—

—2—/

9

o sbe 2

-

q.

&

rest,

here a-mong the pines at last you lie at

But

ma -ny years.

la -boured

19

v




23

this

a while from

for

cresc.
- leased

And
[
7
[
/
[
7

hmmn
hmmn

- I
I
A
[ 4
spects. _
@
; I
I

Re

feet.

ri - ver at your

o 1o & o

of

s ¥
sound

q‘
the

-

by

#;/j'

Soothed

:

. MIB & |[T70
] LW| B N
~ ' n i B
LR o~ o m . . '
- c \
4 T T
1 »: K U -
B S |l i RIS s
- Y L m
O m . o__o
mi - 1, - AN
N m N Ne N _”
) . .
I c
 Ya N - < » T
I\ ) . = W
£ Jo = LI . .
- . £ M TTTe -
i H. B B o1 I;v
N Un T
. m . I_|f o~ o™
- | 9 - .
£ " E | T , in
—| ™~
2% ’ 3 . d L 1L
- L 3 N \) 1l dv L) -

w Y - BN B LiL AN BN
o] A
- 1 e ] .
) s . ) s v £
4 g E .
Hi! 2 iR & 3 iR 8 £ T i
| | 2 AN _ N N
s @ B T[T
| m T
ko) —— m. L] - 1_.1v L] -
I c
. . o 2 . itk .
. 2 | kS | niL TITe i
5 )
[N 3 den 1N den 1N LN LN
IS I 1d 1<
o ] T N T N LN C o
— e -1 |DID -0
N HIN N HIoN N Jen EI.N N
kS C @ N C @ NG c @
2 NP Aﬁn.w 2 X Aﬁn.w NG Aﬁn.w




24

rit.

B 1V

y A
2D H

O
wn
]
l —_—
o]
2 N9
(o]
£
o)
c
(7] .
M 1
¥
o

14

[2Y

[ O an W/ )

:
1
“

1

olefe : 1

N .W of [0 o “

N S BIID

Away 1
|
1
|

NIV DB 5 <

MLy hu..ﬂhﬂ|

of |o o e /<L

d f ..... 1S

N S g

(€3 -

h‘A h\ﬁx ]
i
1<
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
“

.
i L P
| N @
N
oM
I <

L
8 T
T e

B 1V

2D H

HH O =
l

H

fiuny 4y
Fivayp Hivayp
Auw Aww
i ww Y|
Fivyg Fivyg
AUIMWU
-
“\/
1
1
1
A E
o 1
L] _“m
xx !
i
1
|
1
_ I
1
1
|61
|U|“
1
1
1
|
\ |
1
. 1
||
A w )
'
1
1
|
1 .
b & |
RI N
i w .uHUI
NI OIP[PI
N.._ N :_:_
i 1N
SENY RENN
L NCT LN
Jen Jen
N N

V. The Temple of the Town God
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